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Ac=vity	
  

• Students	
  chose	
  plants	
  
that	
  interested	
  them	
  to	
  
research.	
  

• Wrote	
  informa5onal	
  
paragraphs	
  describing	
  how	
  
to	
  grow	
  plants	
  and	
  
prepare	
  them	
  for	
  ea5ng.	
  

• Professional	
  botanical	
  
illustrator	
  visited	
  to	
  show	
  
how	
  to	
  make	
  detailed	
  
drawings.	
  	
  

• Combined	
  the	
  paragraphs	
  
and	
  drawings	
  to	
  create	
  
informa5onal	
  placards	
  for	
  
garden.	
  	
  



• I can find information about one plant that interests me. 

• I can take clear, organized notes about my plant. 

• I can use my notes to plan my paragraphs. 

• I can write a clear topic sentence for each of my paragraphs. 

• I can include relevant details in each of my paragraphs. 

• I can write a concluding sentence that answers the question “so what?” 
for each of my paragraphs. 

• I can revise my writing using peer feedback. 

• I can use an editing checklist to edit my writing. 

• I can draw a high quality botanical illustration. 

Student	
  Learning	
  Targets	
  



Prepara=on	
  
Materials	
  

• List	
  of	
  plants	
  in	
  the	
  garden	
  (or	
  list	
  of	
  plants	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  grown	
  in	
  the	
  garden)	
  
• Brief	
  descrip5on	
  of	
  plants,	
  with	
  photographs,	
  to	
  pique	
  students’	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  plants	
  
• Informa5onal	
  resources	
  about	
  each	
  plant	
  in	
  the	
  garden	
  at	
  various	
  reading	
  levels	
  
• Graphic	
  organizer	
  for	
  taking	
  notes	
  
• Graphic	
  organizer	
  for	
  paragraph	
  planning	
  
• Teacher	
  model	
  of	
  final	
  product	
  
• The	
  plant	
  or	
  a	
  detailed	
  photograph	
  of	
  the	
  plant	
  for	
  the	
  students	
  to	
  draw	
  
• 	
  White	
  drawing	
  paper	
  
• Drawing	
  materials	
  (colored	
  pencils,	
  etc.)	
  

• Scanner	
  for	
  scanning	
  in	
  pictures	
  
• Laminator	
  

Garden	
  Coordinator	
  
• Provides	
  names	
  of	
  plants	
  in	
  the	
  garden	
  (or	
  plants	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  grown	
  in	
  the	
  garden)	
  

• Gave	
  brief	
  descrip5on	
  of	
  the	
  plants,	
  with	
  photographs,	
  to	
  introduce	
  students	
  to	
  the	
  
plants	
  





Garden	
  Visits	
  









Tips	
  for	
  Other	
  Teachers	
  

•  This	
  was	
  a	
  great	
  project	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  students	
  apply	
  
what	
  they	
  had	
  learned	
  in	
  both	
  science	
  and	
  wri5ng.	
  

•  Find	
  resources	
  first,	
  then	
  offer	
  plant	
  choices.	
  	
  

•  Differen*ated	
  instruc*on:	
  assign	
  plants	
  to	
  students	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  reading	
  level	
  of	
  the	
  resources	
  you	
  
have	
  

•  Children	
  with	
  OT	
  issues	
  will	
  need	
  support	
  around	
  
the	
  drawings.	
  



Tips	
  for	
  Other	
  Teachers	
  

•  An	
  art	
  expert	
  (example:	
  your	
  school’s	
  art	
  teacher)	
  can	
  
demonstrate	
  how	
  to	
  do	
  a	
  detailed	
  observa5onal	
  drawing.	
  

•  Have	
  students	
  create	
  big	
  illustra5ons	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  can	
  be	
  
very	
  detailed.	
  	
  

•  	
  We	
  did	
  our	
  project	
  in	
  the	
  fall,	
  but	
  it	
  would	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  
project	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  	
  

•  Research	
  plants	
  to	
  include	
  in	
  the	
  garden,	
  not	
  just	
  work	
  
from	
  what	
  is	
  already	
  there.	
  	
  

•  Change	
  the	
  focus	
  to	
  persuasive	
  wri5ng	
  to	
  show	
  why	
  that	
  
plant	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  good	
  choice	
  for	
  your	
  garden.	
  




